10 June 2008

David Mason

Director, Disability Rights Policy

HREOC

Email: disabdis@humanrights.gov.au 

Dear Mr Mason

Objection to Application for further exemption under DDA Section 55: Broadcast television captioning

I would like to submit an objection to the above further exemption lodged by Free TV Australia, on behalf of its member networks together with ABC TV and SBS TV.
I am concerned that should HREOC approve the further exemption, Free TV Australia and the others, will keep on submitting further exemptions simply because it is easier to do so, than to be committed in providing in increase in captioning.

I understanding that the reason Free TV Australia is submitting this exemption is because a government investigation on media access is currently underway.

A very poor excuse.  It’s well known that media access to all people with disabilities is below par in Australia anyway.  An investigation/inquiry will only confirm this.  I personally cannot understand the logic of Free TV Australia asking for a further exemption just because there is a government investigation going on!

It’s time that all people with disability are treated with respect and have the right to equal opportunities to participate in society.   We want to feel 100% included now, and NOT excluded. We have waited long enough.

Yours sincerely

Angela Brooks

