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DEAFNESS COUNCIL WESTERN AUSTRALIA INCORPORATED

SUBMISSION TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION

APPLICATION FOR FURTHER EXEMPTION UNDER DDA SECTION 55: BROADCAST TELEVISION CAPTIONING
10 June 2008

The web site of the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (HREOC) seeks submissions by 10 June 2008 on an application under DDA Section 55 from Free TV Australia, on behalf of its member networks together with ABC TV and SBS TV, for an exemption relating to captioning of television programs.

The applications seek an exemption until the end of November 2008.

The applicants note that they have met and are prepared to continue to meet the conditions of an earlier exemption, which expired in May 2008. This includes a condition that 70% of programs broadcast by the primary channel over the period between 6 am and midnight are captioned.

They seek this short period exemption pending a review of captioning requirements currently being conducted by the Commonwealth Government.

The Deafness Council was incorporated in Western Australia in 1984 and had previously been active as an unincorporated organisation since the 1970s.

The Deafness Council is an endorsed charity and is a non-profit organisation. A major objective of the Deafness Council is advocacy for people who are deaf or have a hearing impairment.

The Deafness Council has considered the exemption application and does not support the exemption.

The applicants have not offered any further progress towards captioning during the exemption period they are seeking. The Deafness Council considers that an exemption should not be granted unless there is a commitment by the applicants to make further progress during the exemption period.

The previous exemption required an increase in caption coverage from 55% in 2005 to 70% in 2007. 
The Deafness Council considers that it would be reasonable in the circumstance to grant an exemption to 30 November 2008 if the applicants undertake to achieve 75% captioning of the 6 am to midnight period by the end of the exemption period. 













